
 

 
 
 

Inorganic Contaminants 
(Collection Date: 2020) 

  Highest Level 
       Detected 

Range of 
Individual 
Samples 

 
MCLG 

 
        MCL 

 
Violation 

 
 

Likely Source of Contamination 

Barium (ppm) 0.0966 0.0818 – 0.0966 2 2 N Discharge of drilling waste; discharge from metal 
refineries; erosion of natural deposits. 

Fluoride (ppm) 0.7 0.52 – 0.71 4 4.0 N 
Erosion of natural deposits; water additive which 
promotes strong teeth; discharge from fertilizer and 
aluminum factories. 

Nitrate – [measured as 
Nitrogen] (ppm) 1 0.05 – 0.59 10 10 N Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks, 

sewage; Erosion of natural deposits. 

Selenium (ppb) 3.3 0 – 3.3 50 50 N Discharge from petroleum and metal refineries; Erosion of 
natural deposits; Discharge from mines.  

Total Organic Carbon  The percentage of Total Organic Carbon (TOC) removal was measured each month and the system met all TOC removal requirements set. Unless a TOC 
violation is noted in the violations section.  

Turbidity  Level Detected 
Limit (Treatment 

Technique)       Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Highest single measurement        0.31 NTU 1 NTU N Soil runoff. 

Lowest monthly % meeting limit 100% 0.3 NTU N Soil runoff. 

Turbidity is a measurement of the cloudiness of the water caused by suspended particles. We monitor it because it is a good indicator of the water quality and the effectiveness of our filtration 
system and disinfectants.  

 
Radioactive Contaminants 

Collection 
Date 

 
Highest 
Level 

Detected 
 

Range of 
Individual 
Samples 

 
  MCLG 

 
     MCL 

 
Violation 

 
 
Likely Source of Contamination 

* Beta/photon emitters (pCi/L*) 
 10/16/2018 4.4 0 – 4.4 0 50 N Decay of natural and man-made deposits. 

Uranium (ug/l) 
 10/16/2018 1.3 1.2 – 1.3 0 30 N Erosion of natural deposits. 

* EPA considers 50 pCl/L to be the level of concern for beta particles. 

 
Disinfection By-Products 

 
Collection 

Date 

Highest Average 
Detected 

Range of    
Individual  
Samples 

 
MCLG 

 
MCL 

 
Violation 

 
Likely Source of Contamination 

¹ Haloacetic Acids (HAA5) (ppb) 2020 34   12.7 – 48.9     No goal for 
      the total 60 N By-product of drinking water 

disinfection. 
² Total Trihalomethanes (TTHM) (ppb) 2020 70    33.9 – 105    No goal for 

      the total 80 N By-product of drinking water 
disinfection. 

¹ The value in the Highest Level or Average Detected column is the highest average of all HAA5 sample results collected at a location over a year. 
² The value in the Highest Level or Average Detected column is the highest average of all TTHM sample results collected at a location over a year. 

 

MCLG 
Total Coliform 

MCL 
Highest 
Number 

of Positive 

Fecal 
Coliform 
or E. Coli 

MCL 

Total No. of Positive E. 
Coli or Fecal Coliform 
Samples 

Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

 
Coliform Bacteria 

 
0 

5% of monthly 
samples are 
positive. 

 
0.7 

 
0 

 
0 

 
N 

 
Naturally present in the environment. 

 
Disinfectant Residual 

(2020 Year) 
Average Level 

Range of 
Levels 

Detected 
      MRDL MRDLG    Violation 

 
  Likely Source of Contamination 

Total Chlorine (mg/L) 3.5       3.0 – 4.0          4 4 N Water additive used to control microbes. 

Lead and Copper 
Date Sampled: 

08/23/2019 
MCLG 

 
AL 

 
90th Percentile # Sites Over AL Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Copper (ppm) 1.3 1.3 0.152 0 N 
Erosion of natural deposits; Leaching from wood 
preservatives; corrosion of household plumbing systems. 

Lead (ppb) 0 15 2.89 1 N Corrosion of household plumbing systems; erosion of 
natural deposits. 

 

 
 

STATE WATER LOSS AUDIT: In the water loss audit submitted to the Texas Water Development Board for the time period of 
January - December 2020, our system lost an estimated 11.24% of the system input volume. 



 
DEFINITIONS and ABBREVIATIONS: 
The following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of which may require explanation.

(AL) Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, 
if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a 
water system must follow. 
(ALG) Action Level Goal: The level of a contaminant in drinking 
water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. ALGs 
allow for a margin of safety. 
Avg: Regulatory compliance with some MCLs are based on running 
annual average of monthly samples.  
Level 1 Assessment: A level 1 assessment is a study of the water 
system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why 
total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system.  
Level 2 Assessment: A level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of 
the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if 
possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has occurred and/or why total 
coliform bacteria have been found in our water system.  
(MCL) Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level of a 
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as 
close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment 
technology. 
(MCLG) Maximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level of a 
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 

 (MRDL) Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level: The highest level 
of disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing 
evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of 
microbial contaminants. 
(MRDLG) Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal: The level 
of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of use 
of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 
MFL: million fibers per liter (a measure of asbestos) 
mrem: millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the 
body). 
NA: not applicable. 

(NTU): Nephelometric turbidity units (a measure of turbidity) 

pCi/L: picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity). 
ppb: micrograms per liter or parts per billion - or one ounce in 
7,350,000 gallons of water. 
ppm: milligrams per liter or parts per million - or one ounce in 
7,350 gallons of water. 
Ppq: parts per quadrillion, per picograms per liter (pg/L) 
Ppt: parts per trillion, or nanograms per liter (ng/L) 
(TT) Treatment Technique: A required process intended to reduce 
the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

 

                                                                                 VIOLATIONS 
Revised Total Coliform Rule (RCTR): The Revised Total Coliform Rule (RTCR) seeks to prevent waterborne diseases caused by E. 
Coli. E. coli are bacteria whose presence indicates that the water may be contaminated with human or animal wastes. Human 
pathogens in these wastes can cause short-term effects, such as diarrhea, cramps, nausea, headaches, or other symptoms. They 
may pose a greater health risk for infants, young children,  

Violation Type Violation Begin Violation End Violation Explanation 

  
MONITORING, ROUTINE, MINOR (RTCR)  

 

 
07/01/2020 

 
07/31/2020 We failed to test our drinking water for the contaminant and 

period indicated. Because of this failure, we cannot be sure of 
the quality of our drinking water during the period indicated.  

  
 
 

 
 

                                                                   The Laredo Water Museum is located at: 2702 Anna Ave. 
                          Museum closed until further notice. 
                    For more information, call: (956) 795-2620 

 
 There are many opportunities for public participation 

The City of Laredo Council meets every first and third Monday of each 
month beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the City Hall located at 1110 Houston St. 
Laredo, TX. 78042. Information on these meetings can be found by 
visiting: http://www.cityoflaredo.com/Agen_and_Min_Index.htm 

 

   Call 24 hours a day to: 
• Report leaks, main breaks, or 

sewer spills 
• Water Quality Concerns 
• Theft of Water 

            (956) 721-2010 

This report is available at: http://www.cityoflaredo.com/utilities/CCR/CC_Reports.pdf 

 

http://www.cityoflaredo.com/Agen_and_Min_Index.htm



